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Crack and cocaine-related deaths in the UK more than doubled in five years, from 66 in 1998 to 139 in 2002.  

After two years, a coca bush is ready to be picked. The leaves are then dried, ready for processing into cocaine. It takes about 360 kg of dry coca leaves to yield one kg of cocaine.

According to Interpol, as much as 80% of the world’s cocaine is exported from Colombia. 

About 1.5 million people are dependent on coca farming in the Andean mountain valleys of Colombia, Peru and Bolivia. Living standards in these regions are very low. 

The UK and Jamaican governments are hailing the success of their joint programme, “Operation Airbridge” to curb the use of Jamaica as a base for cocaine smuggling.
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