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Alternatives to coca growing do not offer much hope to Colombia’s farmers. Cash crops like pineapples and … make only a fraction of the money that they receive from a crop of coca leaves. 

Traffickers use advanced technology to obtain bigger coca harvests and produce higher quality cocaine. They have sophisticated communications equipment and radar-equipped aircraft to smuggle the processed cocaine. 

In 1995, the Colombian and Peruvian authorities celebrated significant successes in smashing the drug cartels that controlled the border region between Peru and Colombia – seven of the eight drug mafia leaders in Cali were arrested. 

There are about 475,000 cocaine addicts in the UK, and a further 200,000 who take crack. Home Office research shows that one person in 20 aged 16 - 24 has used cocaine or crack.
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