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The cocaine industry is increasingly controlled by smaller, independent groups, as well as rebel groups fighting the civil war against the Colombian government. 

Traffickers are targeting countries in Southern and Eastern Europe as stop-overs to access the growing market for cocaine in Western Europe. 

Colombia’s drug cartels used violence to see off competitors and bribed police, politicians and customs officers to protect their business deals.
The Caribbean has long been a favoured route for the cocaine trade, particularly Puerto Rico and Haiti. Smugglers prefer to use airdrops from small planes specially adapted for drug smuggling, or “go-fasts”, small multi-engine boats that carry 500-1,500 kg of cocaine on each trip. 

The UK street price of cocaine has nearly halved in recent years, and is now overtaking ecstasy as the drug of choice for clubbers.
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