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Chemicals used to spray coca fields are destroying the land and livelihoods of farmers in the Andes. They pollute rivers, destroy forests and contaminate fields of food. 
As a way of escaping poverty, some people in the Caribbean act as couriers or “drug mules” – they fly to the UK with large quantities of cocaine swallowed and concealed in their stomachs.  

The co-ordinator of Coca, an UK-based organisation that supports counsellors working with crack users, said, "The whole issue of crack and cocaine-related deaths needs to be taken much more seriously. It's wrongly portrayed as a young, sexy drug. The reality is that the purer it gets, the worse it becomes."

Africa is an important transit point for cocaine destined for markets in Europe. It is smuggled here by post and hidden in sea containers. Cocaine is a growing source of business for international criminal gangs operating out of Nigeria.
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