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The USA is the biggest market for cocaine. Six million Americans spend at least $46 billion a year on cocaine or heroin, most of it from Colombia, and the USA has more drug offenders in jail than the whole prison population of Europe.

Gangsters from cities like Medellín and Cali formed groups known as cartels to control the production of cocaine and its illegal sale to drug users elsewhere. 

In the UK, drug users are blamed for 7.5 million criminal offences a year including 90% of the crime against property in some areas. 

The smokeable form of cocaine, crack is highly addictive.

For the FARC, a kilo of cocaine sold on the streets of New York or London is enough to pay for a month’s wages of 250 fighters, or buy 180 AK-47 rifles.
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