“Like other Latin American capitals, Bogotá suffers from traffic gridlock, choking pollution and shocking extremes of wealth and poverty. The huge, depressing shanty towns which encircle it come as a rude awakening after the glitzy excess of the northern part of Bogotá. This is the commercial centre, and, in reality a new city, with all the swanky shopping centres, expensive restaurants and sumptuous, high-security homes you’d expect to see in Europe or North America. 

The old centre is La Candelaria, a fascinating district to explore, with countless fine colonial buildings lining the narrow cobbled streets, theatres, universities and cafés buzzing with intellectual debate. Here also is Bogotá’s most valuable attraction, the Gold Museum, a dazzling collection of Pre-Columbian treasures.” 

“You are newly arrived in Bogotá and have just embarked on your first taxi ride. Within the first minute, you are aware that it is not quite like home. The skill of the driver at avoiding holes in the road, other vehicles, pedestrians and whatever else appears, whilst travelling at speeds the speedometer cannot register, is, you will soon realise, legendary. Taxi drivers seem to have divine protection. Well, they do.”

Peter Pollard: “Colombia Handbook” (Footprint Handbooks Ltd 2000:67 & 98)

