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The Mathare houses are made of cheap materials like sticks, 
stones, polythene papers, bags and metal tins. To stick them 
together they use mud. The biggest house is 8 feet by 8 feet, 
where a family of seven to ten lives and one room is 
partitioned by bed sheets. Apart from that the slum looks 
good.  (Beldine Achieng, 14) 
 

 
 

These children were very excited when they saw the 
Shootback group walking along with their cameras and taking 
photos. It was amazing to them, one of them told me, since 
they had never seen youth taking pictures in such a way. Only 
tourists are the ones who come to the slum to take photos. 
(Beldine Achieng, 14) 
 

 
 

Mathare United, the slum football team. Joy after winning 
the Kenyan Cup. (Mohammed Dahir, 17) 

 
 

 
 

These two young children are trying to 
make fun by wearing caps made of 
aluminium and plastic. I interviewed them 
and their ambition is to become designers. 
(Saidi Hamisi, 15) 
 
 

 
 

This man was so drunk he decided to take 
a nap on garbage, under the care of a goat. 
(Joseph Mulei, 16) 
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