Cities 1

A:

Built around the shores of the world’s largest natural harbour, my city is a mix & match of architectural styles and cultural influences, both Asian and European. Because of the building boom of the ‘70s, large corporate skyscrapers line the backdrop of white sandy beaches and coves. With few old buildings, it definitely gives the impression of a new, modern city. 

In the last ten years or so more cultures have arrived, many from Asia which gives us a great deal of quality food and Asian high street fashion along with a feeling that we are now more like America than Europe. The bicentennial celebrations in 1988 and the massive harbour redevelopment project boosted the city's standing in the country and the world. Vast amounts of money also poured into city after we won the bid to host the 2000 Olympic Games. It’s a special place now! 

Though unemployment is still high so too is the quality of life. There are hundreds of restaurants and bars where you can eat and drink cheaply all through the night. Our transport system of rail, bus or ferry generally runs on time so it's easy to spend nights drinking in one of the many hotels that seem to be on every street corner. Weekend recovery is generally spent on one of the city's beaches, either soaking up the sun, having barbecues with friends, or surfing the great Pacific waves.

Being right on the coast means that generally the air quality is good apart from when bush fire smoke hangs over the city in the summer sometimes.

Even on cool winter days, it’s still warm enough to visit the beach or play sport. Most people are big fans of rugby and cricket, and a trip to the football stadium to watch the Swans is a favourite past time.

B:
Despite the huge political changes in our country, we still live in the same house, in the same suburb, behind the same high walls and gates, with a burglar alarm and armed response guards.  We are continually reminded of the crime rate through television, radio and the press. Although only three million people live here, there are more than five thousand murders a year and at least twice as many rapes. Police admit that they do not control large areas of the city. We try to ignore it – after all, it’s been like this for a long time.  

The city suffers from high rates of air pollution from vehicle exhaust, open fires and coal-burning for cooking and heating. The city’s two rivers are also considered unsafe, primarily because of untreated human waste and chemicals leaching from piles of mining dross. Mining has also contaminated much of the soil in the vicinity. The AIDS epidemic has made things worse for many people. Nationally, it is feared that the number of infected people may be as high as 20 percent of the population. 

During our normal daily lives we don’t travel any great distances.  It’s a long time since we went into the centre of the city. Shopping malls are everywhere so everything we need is “on our doorstep”.  Most major businesses have moved to the suburbs and buildings which used to house them in the Central Business District are now occupied by people just wanting a roof over their heads.  Accommodation has always been at a premium here as, despite our problems, many flock to our city from the rest of the continent and the rest of the world, coming to look for work, and staying to enjoy the lively cosmopolitan atmosphere and the wonderful year-round sunny climate.

C:

This city was established in 1147 on the banks of the Moskva river by the Grand Prince of Kiev, Yuri. Today, the city is a bustling metropolis with a population of about 12 million people. The population has increased by about 30% in the last ten years as people have decided to move to the city with the hope of creating a better life for themselves and their children. 

So many extra people has created many problems here. The two main ones are drugs and crime, which in many ways are linked to each other. Many young kids start taking drugs like heroin and then get sucked into crime to pay for their drug addiction. The authorities often turn a blind eye on the problem because the criminals pay them bribes. There is also a big rise in HIV infection from people using dirty needles. 

But more people has brought more money into the city. The extra money has helped to develop the city’s infrastructure dramatically. Many new roads and subway lines have been built recently. Cultural buildings have been refurbished and re-opened for public use. The Church of Christ the Saviour is one of the main development projects in the city - this has been re-built from scratch to replace the same church that was demolished by the communist government nearly a hundred years ago. With more museums, galleries and theatres, more and more tourists are coming to see our cultural heritage. The most famous landmark of the city is the Kremlin. This was the fortress built in the 14th century to protect the city from the raging tribes. The Kremlin is now used by the president of the country.

This city is one of contrasts. Although there are many new and expensive buildings with state-of-the-art, fashionable apartments there are also many old Soviet style apartment blocks that are in dire need of repair. Both poverty and wealth can be seen on the streets at the same time. The most obvious example are the cars. At a traffic light in the city you can see the newest Mercedes S-Class standing next to a 20 year old Lada. And in terms of the cost of living, this city is now ranked as the second most expensive city in the world!

D:

This has got to be one of the most beautiful cities in the world. With their mountain backdrops, Copacabana and Ipanema beaches are world famous, and an apartment on one of these beachfronts can cost millions. Elsewhere in the city, many people – about a fifth – live in shanty towns known here as favelas. It is hard to live in a favela yet people do look out for each other. There are now more projects to improve favela life - building schools and community centres and providing courses in computer training - but many residents are quite cynical about the city authorities, especially as the cost of living is so high these days. Not long ago, half a million people voted for a monkey to become mayor of the city to show their disapproval. Some of the city’s former favela dwellers are now world famous – Ronaldo was one of many footballers to kick his way out of a favela. 

Crime seems to be getting worse by the day, most of it connected to rival drug gangs selling cocaine or crack. When Michael Jackson made the video for “They don’t care about us” in one of the favelas his people had to negotiate with the local drug lords. Battles between the police and the drug gangs have got worse and worse. I read recently that more police officers have been killed this year than American armed forces in Iraq. 

Thanks to the bay, sea breezes help to blow away a lot of the pollution despite the number of crowded freeways across the city. There is a subway train system too which makes it easier to get to downtown parts of the city. With ancestors from Europe, Africa and other parts of South America, this city has a very rich cultural mix. It comes alive at Carnival time in February with every favela putting together its own music and dance troupe – yes, it’s definitely a fine city for partying! 

E:

The city that I live in today is much better than it was ten years ago. The economy may not be so healthy, but this is such a modern city. New technology is everywhere – many of the new models of mobile phones and computers are made here and we get them first! It’s very international with a 7-Eleven or Starbucks on every street, and we have many other foreign banks, restaurants, bookstores, even schools in the city. Karaoke bars are everywhere too.

It’s cleaner than it used to be – streets seem to be swept more often, and our new highways and mass transit rail system have helped a bit with the traffic. We’ve still got traffic problems though, and pollution can be bad, especially from the millions of motorbikes and scooters on the streets. As the city lies in a bowl surrounded by mountains, the pollution sits on top of us on some days like a blanket. A great way to escape the city and get some clean air is to walk a few blocks after the World Trade Center on Hsinyi road and head up into the mountains. It is beautiful up there. 

In September 1999, everyone in the city woke up to a rumbling roar from a 7.3 earthquake, the worst for a hundred years. Thousands of buildings collapsed and more than a thousand people died. We get bad floods sometimes as well. A couple of years ago, the whole city was underwater. Thousands of cars were left abandoned and floating along streets. Basements were completely flooded too, and I heard that about 80% of people didn’t have insurance for natural disasters. 

In such a modern city, there are always things to do, things to buy, bills to pay, etc but not always enough money to earn. Competition for jobs can be intense, and I am thinking of moving to China where I can earn more money and have a better standard of living. Some of my friends have already moved, and I won’t have problems with the language either.  

F:
To start with it's probably the most populated city on the planet. We are a population of 22 million but many people are not recorded.  

As you might imagine with such a huge population it is one of the most polluted cities in the world. The high altitude makes the air thinner, and the pollution from cars and factories gets trapped and concentrated in the valley. If you don’t know what it’s like to smoke 60 a day, come and visit! The air is so dirty that when children paint a picture of the sky they often paint it grey. Breathing problems, headaches, coughs and eye infections are common, and thousands die from the pollution every year. 

Crime is getting out of control too. Car-jacking and taxi-jacking is so common now that visitors are warned not to use the cabs! The police department has more officers than the Canadian army but there is still not enough. Many of them are corrupt anyway.  

Another problem is thanks to the Spanish. When they ruled the country, they thought (not very wisely) that Lake Texcoco should be turned into land. This is now part of the eastern outskirts of the city and it is sinking. It is also the place that shook the most during our worst earthquake in 1985. 

The city is changing fast – new buildings are going up everywhere. But the cost of living is very high; I read somewhere that the cost of living is about the same as Geneva but without the social benefits or infrastructure. There is a huge gap between rich and poor too. Many people have terrible living conditions and for the poor, it is a struggle to survive in this chaotic place. 

You can have a lot of fun though. The nightlife is amazing and people know how to enjoy themselves, no matter what their income bracket. It's the only way to cope with all the stress! The art scene is incredibly rich and with a wide and interesting mix of artists. It may not be London or New York, but compared to most Latin American cities it is very multicultural. 

The End







