Cities 4

A:

The city sits on a plain high above sea level. We call it, "the city in the sun" as it enjoys sunshine for most of the year. No wonder the British colonialists could not resist settling here. Today, there are wide roads, parks, and modern shopping malls - everything you need in a big city is available. And where else on earth could you go on a game walk and see giraffes, elephants, lions and cheaters in their natural habitat behind the backdrop of a modern city skyline?

But all is not rosy in this city. Noise and air pollution plagues the eastern part, and pressure to industrialise threatens the wildlife park. The cost of living in the city is rising by up to 10% a year, and it is home to one of the largest slums in the world - over 40% of the city's population reside here. Like Amsterdam, the city has a ‘red light district’ too where sex workers try their luck at the risk of being arrested. 

Nightlife is very active. People move from one club to another depending on the type of music they want, be it African tunes, hip-hop, rap or jazz. One of the most modern clubs, Florida 2000, popularly known as'F2', may be ten thousand miles away from the USA but it may just as well be in Miami. In F2, young people from all races and nationalities mingle freely. In many of the clubs, a new breed of music with a strong hip-hop and rap influence that mixes English and local languages, is replacing western music.  
Like any other city, there are heavy traffic jams during rush hour, yet the traffic situation has improved in the last two years - our new government is raising the standard of public transport and repairing the road network. Most people travel across the city in Matatus, multi-coloured commuter vans with blaring sound systems. Matatu drivers rarely observe traffic rules. If they are stopped for a traffic offence, they give a 'kitu kidogo' (a bribe) to the traffic police and move on. Mobile phones are a very common feature in the city nowadays and just like the western world people here change them for new models very regularly. 
And for those who would like to eat game meat, "The Carnivore" is rated as one of the best restaurants in the world! 
B:
The city is cold and grey in wintertime - there’s not much happening except going to the movies or theatre. There is one thing you can do all year round, that's going downtown and party all night long. The cosmopolitan nightlife or “runtur” (meaning circuit) is pretty wild at times especially in summertime. Klarvin is the local vodka. The nightlife starts around midnight and doesn’t stop until the morning. Some people don’t get home until 10am!

Summertime is good here. It’s bright and warm and the amusement park arrives in the city gardens (mid-April to mid-September). People take walks downtown and enjoy life as much as possible during the long daylight hours. There is clear air in the city with very little pollution. The city has plenty of good water, both cold and hot, which is used in the outdoor swimming pools that are enjoyed especially on sunny days. The hot water is supplied from natural, geo-thermal sources.

Although road traffic is not a serious problem in the country as a whole, traffic seems to be getting heavier and heavier with every day that passes. Traffic in the city is worst when you are getting to and from work or school, then you always get caught in traffic jams and always there is someone who doesn’t know how to drive on busy roads.

There is a high standard of living here with consumer goods, such as satellite television, in every home. The people are very high-tech - 80% of the nation has GSM cell phones, every kid down to 10 years old has a cell phone. Also, almost every home has a high-speed internet connection. The crime rate is rather low but it is growing each year. The streets are still safe to walk at day and night though.

This is the northern-most capital city, and it has been expanding through the years. Although at 112,000 it is not a huge city, it is home to half the country’s population. It has an open layout without high-rise buildings. This allows the domestic airport to be in the centre of the city, which is good as you only have to go a short distance when you are taking flight to other places in the country. There is also an international airport further from the city. It has a sea-going harbour for passengers and freight, especially fish and marine produce.

C:

For me, this city is just the right size – it’s small enough to easily bump into people you know, but big enough to get lost in. The only thing missing is the sea, but to keep us close to water we have a river dividing the city in half, with a couple of islands in between. During rush hour it can take an hour and a half to get from one side of the river to the other by car. It takes five minutes via the underground, but we only have three subway lines (one is the oldest in the world) even though 2.5 million people live here! Not surprisingly, traffic is mad and bad. They are talking about closing off most of downtown to traffic once the ring roads are built. But now the city is very polluted. 

You just have to look at the buildings to see the massive changes that have taken place in this city – historical monuments, mementos of the communist days, the modern buildings, and there are a crazy amount of cafés and cinemas. Thanks to the city’s 120 natural hot springs, health spas and Turkish baths are very important part of life here as well – all ages use them. In the past few years, they have started holding huge parties at Turkish baths – they are the best!

The city is becoming more multicultural, although it’s not as colourful as I would like it to be. There are many Russians here, and plenty of other foreigners work in banks, hotels and for multinational companies. All the big fast food chains have been appearing in the past ten years too. 

The cost of living is getting close to the western world yet without the salaries to match. There are a growing number of very rich people, but many of them are accused of corruption. Crime is generally high – I do not feel safe walking alone late at night, and there is lots of car theft, prostitution and burglaries. The mafia is here too, trying to put their hand in new markets. Many people still don’t trust whoever is in power, as they say they have been mislead too many times. The question people are asking now is will we be better off when we join the European Union? 

It may have a fair share of problems, but most people I know love living in this city.

D:

Although I live in the tropics, at 2,600 metres above sea level this city is lovely because there is spring-like weather all year around. It is situated beneath two distinct and gorgeous hills, Monserrate and Guadalupe.  From here, you can see the modern skyline with its neon signs of Burger King, Tower Records and others, and La Candelaría, the old colonial part of the city.  

For some, the high altitude is a physical challenge. It is also a challenge to keep up with the hectic hustle and bustle of a city of nearly 11 million people. Street vendors sprout like mushrooms on every corner; they sell anything from herbal teas, arépas (corn cakes) avocados, potatoes, batteries, mobile phones, jewellery and medicines. 

In the last ten years I have noticed how traffic congestion has become overwhelming at times, along with the noise of horns and blaring radios on overcrowded buses.  I’m delighted with recent efforts to reduce traffic, like the staggered licence plate system and restricted parking on the sidewalks. We also have new buses called Transmelenio, (locally called, Transmilleno, or trans-full, as they are always overcrowded during rush hour). It all helps, but sometimes the system doesn’t work. 
The cost of living is high too even though some people only make £150 a year. 

The political situation in my country has caused a rise in crime - I know that kidnappings and violence is what most people hear about my city elsewhere in the world. But the authorities have tried hard to make the city more pleasant and secure. There are an incredible number of options for going out - it’s hard to keep up with the number of cool new bars, clubs and restaurants.  Parks have become a good place to hang out, even at night. There are lots of cultural activities here too, like street theatre, concerts and international film festivals. At weekends, I get to see my family, and we often go out to "La Sabana" country on the edge of the city to eat roast and get some fresh air.  

Even if people think it’s not as safe to live here as other cities, efforts made in the last ten years have made my city much more lively and interesting.

E:

This city never stands still – it’s busy 24 hours a day. The city covers a longish rectangular island connected to the mainland by several bridges, and it overlooks a wide bay. About 12 million people live here, and it’s growing all the time. Here, the law of the jungle prevails: ‘survival of the fittest’. Half the inhabitants live in slums, clinging to dreams of making it big in the city. Becoming a movie star is a dream shared by many as this is home to the world’s most creative film industry. 

In one area next to a railway track 32, 000 households have set up home. From time to time, the city authorities clear these slums and people have to find somewhere else to live. Some live in the huge water and sewage pipes left over from building projects; others build flimsy dwellings on the city’s pavements. Meanwhile, there are other inhabitants who are very, very rich. They need to be – rents in the luxurious suburbs are some of the highest in the world. 

It is one of the top five financial capitals of the world and it’s a very cosmopolitan place too – a mosaic of cultures and communities lead separate lives side-by-side in this city. 

As the city gets bigger and bigger, the traffic gets worse and worse. Stress from driving in the city has driven many commuters to breaking point. ‘Road rage’ is becoming more common, and the number of accidents is on the rise too. Meanwhile, the suburban rail network has more than two billion passengers a year, and you need guts to travel on a bus through the city during rush-hour – there are no doors and passengers are literally spilling out – you need good ‘flying skills’ to hold onto whatever you can! Pollution can be extreme because of all the vehicles on the city’s roads, and toxic chemicals churned out by factories in the new part of the city. 

The End







